Selectivity of small intestinal exudate in celiac disease and Crohn's disease.
The small intestinal exudates of patients with protein-losing enteropathies produced by celiac disease or proximal jejunal Crohn's disease were compared with controls. The exudates in control subjects were highly selective, whereas those of the celiac and Crohn's disease subjects were relatively nonselective. It is believed that this loss of selectivity is secondary to basement membrane damage. An analogy is drawn with the renal lesion in nephrotic syndrome where basement membrane damage is associated with nonselective proteinuria.